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Honorable Muslims! 
One day Prophet Muhammad said to one of 

his companions, Abu Sa’id ibn al-Mualla: “Shall I 
teach you the greatest surah in the Qur’an before 
you leave the masjid?” After the prayer as they left 
the masjid, he (saw) said: “It is the Surah al-Fatiha 
that consists of seven verses and is recited repeatedly 
during prayers.”１ 

Dear Believers! 
The Surah al-Fatiha is the preface of our divine 

book the Holy Qur’an. We recite this surah in every 
rakat of our prayers as Prophet Muhammad once 
said, “If anyone observes prayer in which he does not 
recite the Surah al-Fatiha, his prayer is deficient and 
not complete.”２  

Dear Muslims! 
We start the Surah al-Fatiha by reciting the 

Basmalah, namely “In the Name of Allah, the 
Entirely Merciful, the Especially Merciful”. We know 
that every act initiated without remembering the 
name of Allah is deficient, incomplete, and lacking 
of divine abundance of blessings. 

 
１ Bukhari, Tafsir, (Fatiha), 1. 
２ Bukhari, Adhan, 95. 

Upon reciting the verse,  ُالَْحَمْد  ِ الْـعاَلمَ۪ینَۙ  رَبِّ  لِلہّٰ  , we 
extend our endless gratitude, thankfulness, praise 
and reverence to our Lord (swt), Who is the Creator 
and Ruler of the universe. 

حْمٰنِ  ح۪یمِۙ  الَرَّ الرَّ   We know that He (swt) is the 
Entirely Merciful, and the Especially Merciful. His 
grace and mercy is abundant. 

ینِۜ  یوَْمِ  مَالِكِ   الدّ۪    He (swt) is the only Sovereign 
of the Day of Judgment. He (swt) is the Owner of 
Absolute Justice, Who will make His servants 
recompense in the Hereafter. 

نَسْتعَ۪ینُۜ  وَاِیَّاكَ  نعَْبدُُ  اِیَّاكَ    It is Him alone we worship 
and Him we ask for help. For there is no other true 
authority to seek refuge in, lean on, and trust in. 

رَاطَ  اھِْدِنَا  عَلَیْھِمْۙ  انَْعمَْتَ  الَّذ۪ینَ  صِرَاطَ   الْمُسْتقَ۪یمَۙ  الصِّ  
ینَ  وَلاَ  عَلَیْھِمْ  الْمَغْضُوبِ  غَیْرِ  الّ۪ الضَّٓ  

O Allah, our Lord! “Guide us to the straight 
path, the path of those upon whom You have 
bestowed favor. Not of those who have earned Your 
anger or of those who are astray.”３ Amin! 

I would like to conclude this Friday’s khutbah 
with the following verse: 

﴿ وَأمُْرْ أھَْلكََ بِالصَّلاَةِ وَاصْطَبرِْ عَلَیْھَا ۖ      

لِلتَّقْوَىٰ لاَ نَسْألَكَُ رِزْقاً ۖ نَّحْنُ نرَْزُقكَُ ۗ وَالْعاَقِبةَُ   

“Enjoin prayer upon your family [and people] 
and be steadfast therein. We ask you not to provide 
sustenance. We provide for you. And the [best] 
outcome is for [those of] righteousness.” 

３ Fatiha, 1/1-7. 


